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Mark Your Calendars! 
 

June 2, 2004 - Joint Luncheon 

ITS Minnesota, NCITE, and WTS Minnesota 
 

Holiday Inn North - Lexington and County Road E 
11:30 am -1:30 pm 

 

Speakers 
Deputy Commissioner of Transportation 

Douglas Differt 
and 

Representative Bill Kuisley, Rochester 
Chairman of the House 

Transportation Finance Committee 
 

The speakers will give us wrap up on this year’s 
legislative session on transportation related issues. 

 

For further information go to:  
http://itsmn.org/pdf/June%202nd%20Meeting.pdf 

2004 ITS America Annual Meeting and Exposition 
 

Past President Durga Panda on behalf of 
the Chapter. 
 
The award exemplifies the hard work of 
each ITS Minnesota Committee and ITS 
Minnesota member for making 2003-
2004 a year to remember.  The year was 
successful because of you!   
 
Minnesota DOT Regional Traffic 
Management Center 
The Minnesota DOT Regional Traffic 
Management Center (RTMC) was 
chosen as the best new Traffic 
Management Center by the ITS America 
Transportation System Operations Forum 
(TSOP) along with the Rhode Island 
Traffic Management Center.   The 
RTMC competed with 25 other new or 
expanded Traffic Management Center’s 
around the country for the honor.  The 
TSOP Forum Showcase, was one of the 
newest and hottest events at the ITS 
America Annual Meeting in San 
Antonio. MnDOT Division Director 
Marthand Nookala accepted the award. 
 

Congratulations to all of you who 
worked so hard to create the RTMC. 

Durga Panda 

This year’s ITS Am-
erica Annual Meet-
ing and Exposition 
was held in San 
Antonio, Texas in 
April. Attendees lea-
rned the latest on 
what ITS profess-
ionals care about 
most, including gro-
wing congestion, ris-
ks to public safety, 
heightened security, 
precious financial re-
sources, and much 
more. 

The highlight for Minnesota at the Annual 
Meeting was being recognized for two 
awards. 
 
2003 Outstanding State Chapter Award  
ITS Minnesota was awarded the 
Outstanding State Chapter Award at the 
Opening Session on April 26.  The award 
acknowledged the significant accomp-
lishments in education, outreach, and 
service to members by ITS Minnesota.   
The award was accepted by ITS Minnesota 



 

ITS MINNESOTA  
IS PLEASED TO 

SPONSOR 
 

“A Technical Tour of 
Mn/DOT’s Regional 

Transportation 
Management Center”  

 

ITS Minnesota is spons-
oring a tour of Mn/DOT’s 
Regional Transportation Ma-
nagement Center (RTMC) as 
part of the Professional 
Capacity Building (PCB) 
program on May 19, 2004. 
The backbone of Mn/DOT's 
RTMC operations is a state-
of-the-art Operations Center 
where State Patrol Dispatch, 
Maintenance Dispatch, and 
Traffic Operations work to 
minimize congestion and 
maximize the number of 
vehicles the metro freeway 
can handle.  
 

The RTMC staff uses 280 
closed-circuit cameras to 
verify and manage traffic 
crashes and incidents along 
210 miles of metro freeway. 
The RTMC's 4,000 loop de-
tectors (traffic sensors) give 
computers the information 
needed to determine ramp 
meter timing (430 meters) as 
well as measuring traffic 
speeds, which are displayed 
on a graphics map on traffic 
TV and various Internet 
sites.  
 

Each year, freeway volumes 
in the Twin Cities grow by 4 
percent. The RTMC's traffic 
management systems help 
optimize the use of available 
freeway capacity. 
 

For further information go to: 
http://itsmn.org/ 
 

Established in 1984, Castle Rock Con-
sultants has always focused exclusively 
on applying technology to transportation. 
Their emphasis is on the design, develop-
ment, and operations of ITS software and 
systems using National standards.  Castle 
Rock has supported ITS in Minnesota 
since the inception of the Minnesota 
Guidestar program. In recent years, 
Castle Rock has worked on significant 
portions of Minnesota’s traveler infor-
mation network, beginning with develop-
ment of the Condition Acquisition Re-
porting System (CARS) for Minnesota in 
1999.  In 2002, Castle Rock developed 
Minnesota’s statewide 511-telephone 
system and related web page 
(http://511mn.org) to disseminate the 
information stored in CARS to the 
traveling public. Another of Castle 
Rock’s focus areas in Minnesota has 
been the development of Mayday 
(emergency notification) systems.  In 
1994, Castle Rock supported Mn/DOT in 
the development of the Mayday Plus 
Operational Test and later transitioned 
into independent evaluator for the test.  

Most recently, Castle Rock is supporting 
Mn/DOT to unite the Mayday and CARS 
initiatives. Beginning this summer, actual 
event information from Onstar vehicles 
involved in crashes in Minnesota will 
soon be routed into the Minnesota CARS
system for display for emergency re-
sponders such as the Minnesota State 
Patrol and the Mayo Clinic. Outside 
Minnesota, Castle Rock has developed 
511 phone systems and related traveler 
information websites in 8 other states, 
with three additional states’ 511 systems 
currently under development. Castle 
Rock was one of the founding members 
of ITS Minnesota, and continues to 
support the activities of ITS Minnesota. 
 

For further information contact Dean Deeter at: 
dean.deeter@crc-corp.com 
 

Small Business Spotlight - Castle Rock Consultants 

Mark your calendars for August 22-25, 
2004 for the 2004 National Rural ITS 
Conference (NRITSC) in Duluth, MN. 
 

With 3 months to go and with most of 
the heavy lifting done, we are beating the 
bushes for registrants, exhibitors and 
sponsors.  The Preliminary Program has 
been printed with the first copies 
distributed at the ITS America Annual 
Meeting in April.  
 

Exhibitor and sponsorship opportunities 
are available to showcase your company 
at the conference. For information 
contact Lisa Dumke at 651-558-3579.   
 

The 2004 conference has been extended 
to include special programs on Wed-
nesday, August 25, 2004.  We hope that 
most, if not all, of the 2004 NRITSC 
attendees would opt to stay for the 
Wednesday program which will include a
meeting of the Rural ITS Special Interest 
Group in the morning and the afternoon 
session will be a detailed update of the 

Minnesota Guidestar Program; a look to 
the future.   
 

The 2004 conference will officially begin 
with a welcome reception at the Lake 
Superior Railroad Museum.  Other social 
events include a City of Duluth Tour, 
Lake Superior Shore Walking Tour, a 
dinner reception at Grandma’s Sports 
Garden, and a Lake Superior Harbor 
Dinner Cruise.   
 

Sessions are scheduled to start on 
Monday morning, August 23, with a 
special welcome from the Mayor of 
Duluth and a keynote presentation by 
Congressman James Oberstar (invited).  
In addition, an invitation has been 
extended to Carol Molnau, Lt. Governor, 
State of Minnesota and Commissioner, 
Minnesota DOT, to provide closing 
remarks at the final session of Tuesday 
afternoon.   
 

For more information and to register go to:  
http://itsmn.org/ruralits2004/index.html. 

2004 National Rural ITS Conference Update 
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